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Key Message 
These few words from Jesus shattered Nicodemus’ 
perspectives on religion . . . and God Himself! 

Nicodemus, and so many Jewish leaders, created 
religious systems based on human effort to reach God. 

But Jesus—God’s beloved Son, the promised Messiah—
came down and reached us. 

Rather than allowing all of humanity to suffer under the 
burden of their sinfulness, which entered the human race 
through Adam (Genesis) God supernaturally entered our 
world. He didn’t come to condemn us for our sins but to 
save us from our sins. 
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God sent his Son Jesus to save humankind from sin, not 
to condemn people. Jesus’ death on the cross powerfully 
demonstrated how much He loves each of us. 

For thirty-three years, Jesus lived a sinless life. He then 
chose to sacrifice Himself on a cross and take all of 
humanity’s sins on Himself. 

Mark 15:25
Amplified Bible (AMP)
Mark 15 25 And it was the third hour (about nine o’clock in 
the morning) when they crucified Him.
26 And the inscription of the accusation against Him was 
written above, The King of the Jews.
27 And with Him they crucified two robbers, one on [His] 
right hand and one on His left.
28 [e]And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, He was 
counted among the transgressors.
29 And those who passed by kept reviling Him and 
reproaching Him abusively in harsh and insolent 
language, wagging their heads and saying, Aha! You Who 
would destroy the temple and build it in three days,
30 Now rescue [f]Yourself [[g]from death], coming down 
from the cross!
31 So also the chief priests, with the scribes, made sport 
of Him to one another, saying, He rescued others [[h]from 
death]; Himself He is unable to rescue.
32 Let the Christ (the Messiah), the King of Israel, come 
down now from the cross, that we may see [it] and trust 
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in and rely on Him and adhere to Him! Those who were 
crucified with Him also reviled and reproached Him 
[speaking abusively, harshly, and insolently].
33 And when the sixth hour (about midday) had come, 
there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth 
hour (about three o’clock).
34 And at the ninth hour Jesus cried with a loud voice, 
Eloi, Eloi, lama sabachthani?—which means, My God, My 
God, why have You forsaken Me [[i]deserting Me and 
leaving Me helpless and abandoned]?
35 And some of those standing by, [and] hearing it, said, 
See! He is calling Elijah!
36 And one man ran, and, filling a sponge with vinegar (a 
[j]mixture of sour wine and water), put it on a staff made 
of a [bamboo-like] reed and gave it to Him to drink, 
saying, Hold off! Let us see whether Elijah [does] come 
to take Him down.
37 And Jesus uttered a loud cry, and breathed out His life.
38 And the curtain [of the Holy of Holies] of the temple 
was torn in two from top to bottom.
39 And when the centurion who stood facing Him saw Him 
expire this way, he said, [k]Really, this Man was God’s 
Son!
40 Now some women were there also, looking on from a 
distance, among whom were Mary Magdalene, and Mary 
the mother of James the younger and of Joses, and 
Salome,
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41 Who, when [Jesus] was in Galilee, were in the habit of 
accompanying and ministering to Him; and [there were] 
also many other [women] who had come up with Him to 
Jerusalem.
42 As evening had already come, since it was the day of 
Preparation, that is, [the day] before the Sabbath,
43 Joseph, he of Arimathea, noble and honorable in rank 
and a respected member of the council (Sanhedrin), who 
was himself waiting for the kingdom of God, daring the 
consequences, took courage and ventured to go to Pilate 
and asked for the body of Jesus.
44 But Pilate wondered whether He was dead so soon, 
and, having called the centurion, he asked him whether 
[Jesus] was already dead.
45 And when he learned from the centurion [that He was 
indeed dead], he gave the body to Joseph.
46 And Joseph bought a [fine] linen cloth [[l]for swathing 
dead bodies], and, taking Him down from the cross, he 
[m]rolled Him up in the [fine] linen cloth and placed Him 
in a tomb which had been hewn out of a rock. Then he 
rolled a [very large] stone against the door of the tomb.
47 And Mary Magdalene and Mary [the mother] of Joses 
were [[n]attentively] observing where He was laid.

Mark 16:1
Amplified Bible (AMP)
16 And when the Sabbath was past [that is, after the sun 
had set], Mary Magdalene, and Mary [the mother] of 
James, and Salome purchased sweet-smelling spices, so 
that they might go and anoint [Jesus’ body].
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2 And very early on the first day of the week they came to 
the tomb; [by then] the sun had risen.
3 And they said to one another, Who will roll back the 
stone for us out of [the groove across the floor at] the 
door of the tomb?
4 And when they looked up, they [distinctly] saw that the 
stone was already rolled back, for it was very large.
5 And going into the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 
[there] on the right [side], clothed in a [[a]long, stately, 
sweeping] robe of white, and they were utterly amazed 
and struck with terror.
6 And he said to them, Do not be amazed and terrified; 
you are looking for Jesus of Nazareth, Who was crucified. 
He has risen; He is not here. See the place where they 
laid Him.

What a powerful demonstration of love! Through His 
death, Jesus in effect established a bridge between the 
holy God and people drowning in their sinfulness. Then 
God raised Jesus from the dead—triumphing totally over 
the effects of sin, including physical death. 

As Nicodemus and countless people since have 
discovered, Jesus’ death was highly personal. 
• Jesus loves you. 
• Jesus loves me! 
• And Jesus invites each of us to have a personal 
relationship with God through Him. 
All we need to do is: 
• Place our personal faith in Jesus. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2016&version=AMP#fen-AMP-24877a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2016&version=AMP#fen-AMP-24877a


• Confess to Him that we have committed sins and that 
we believe He died on the cross and rose again for our 
sins. 
• Invite Him to enter our lives and give us new spiritual 
life—to give us a “new birth” so we are “born again.” 
• We do not earn salvation by good works. 
• We do not have to hope that somehow God will care 

about us when so much else is happening in the 
universe. 

• We do not have to carry the heavy guilt of sin. 

We can know, for sure, that once we each place our 
personal faith and trust in Jesus, God completely forgives 
our sinfulness. And that the Spirit of Jesus will fill us and 
empower us to live the way God wants us to live—the 
way that more closely matches who He created us to be. 
So our lives receive new purpose and meaning. So we 
can fulfill the plan God has for each of us. 

And, after we die, we will spend eternity with God. 
I wonder how much sleep Nicodemus got that night after 
his conversation with Jesus—and after Jesus died on the 
cross and Nicodemus helped to prepare Jesus’ body for 
burial—and after Jesus rose from the dead? 

Perhaps that one conversation that night not only guided 
Nicodemus to faith in Jesus but to spending eternity with 
Him in heaven. 

John 14:6
Amplified Bible (AMP)
6 Jesus said to him, I am the Way and the Truth and the 
Life; no one comes to the Father except by (through) Me.



Romans 3:23
Amplified Bible (AMP)
23 Since all have sinned and are falling short of the honor 
and glory which God bestows and receives.

Romans 6:23
Amplified Bible (AMP)
23 For the wages which sin pays is death, but the 
[bountiful] free gift of God is eternal life through (in 
union with) Jesus Christ our Lord.

Romans 10:9-13
Amplified Bible (AMP)
9 Because if you acknowledge and confess with your lips 
that Jesus is Lord and in your heart believe (adhere to, 
trust in, and rely on the truth) that God raised Him from 
the dead, you will be saved.
10 For with the heart a person believes (adheres to, trusts 
in, and relies on Christ) and so is justified (declared 
righteous, acceptable to God), and with the mouth he 
confesses (declares openly and speaks out freely his 
faith) and confirms [his] salvation.
11 The Scripture says, No man who believes in Him [who 
adheres to, relies on, and trusts in Him] will [ever] be put 
to shame or be disappointed.
12 [No one] for there is no distinction between Jew and 
Greek. The same Lord is Lord over all [of us] and He 
generously bestows His riches upon all who call upon Him 
[in faith].
13 For everyone who calls upon the name of the Lord 
[invoking Him as Lord] will be saved.

1 John 1:9-10
Amplified Bible (AMP)



9 If we [freely] admit that we have sinned and confess 
our sins, He is faithful and just (true to His own nature 
and promises) and will forgive our sins [dismiss our 
lawlessness] and [continuously] cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness [everything not in conformity to His will 
in purpose, thought, and action].
10 If we say (claim) we have not sinned, we contradict 
His Word and make Him out to be false and a liar, and His 
Word is not in us [the divine message of the Gospel is not 
in our hearts].

To be born again is when a person invites Jesus Christ to 
be their Lord and Savior. They receive new spiritual life in 
Jesus and will spend eternity with Him in Heaven. 
God’s transforming power is at work throughout the 
world. Right now. In the hearts of every person who has 
chosen to receive Jesus as Lord and Savior. 

Once we choose to follow Jesus, God’s Spirit within us 
works in awesome ways: 
• To guide us in obeying God, who has our best interests 
in mind. 
• To free us from the slavery of wrongdoing (sin). 
• To open our minds and hearts to the truths of the Bible
—God’s supernatural, inspired Word to us today. 
• To change our hearts so we become more like Jesus. 
• To confirm that each of us will spend eternity in heaven 
with God. 
• To give us His joy and peace. 

The Bible says, literally, that we are “a new creation” as 
soon as we choose to follow Jesus. Certainly our bodies 
look the same—same hair color, same skin. We still have 
our basic personalities. We still make mistakes. But the 



Spirit of God now lives within each of us— guiding, 
teaching, encouraging, providing . . . . 

And until we die and are with God in heaven, He will 
continue to transform us—from the inside out. Just as He 
evidently transformed Nicodemus. 

John 5:24
Amplified Bible (AMP)
24 I assure you, most solemnly I tell you, the person 
whose ears are open to My words [who listens to My 
message] and believes and trusts in and clings to and 
relies on Him Who sent Me has (possesses now) eternal 
life. And he does not come into judgment [does not incur 
sentence of judgment, will not come under 
condemnation], but he has already passed over out of 
death into life.

John 14:1-4
Amplified Bible (AMP)
Do not let your hearts be troubled (distressed, agitated). 
You believe in and adhere to and trust in and rely on 
God; believe in and adhere to and trust in and rely also 
on Me.
2 In My Father’s house there are many dwelling places 
(homes). If it were not so, I would have told you; for I 
am going away to prepare a place for you.
3 And when (if) I go and make ready a place for you, I 
will come back again and will take you to Myself, that 
where I am you may be also.
4 And [to the place] where I am going, you know the 
way.

Psalm 34:8



Amplified Bible (AMP)
8 O taste and see that the Lord [our God] is good! 
Blessed (happy, fortunate, to be envied) is the man who 
trusts and takes refuge in Him.

Matthew 7:7
Amplified Bible (AMP)
7 Keep on asking and it will be given you; keep on 
seeking and you will find; keep on knocking [reverently] 
and [the door] will be opened to you.

Revelation 3:20
Amplified Bible (AMP)
20 Behold, I stand at the door and knock; if anyone hears 
and listens to and heeds My voice and opens the door, I 
will come in to him and will eat with him, and he [will 
eat] with Me.

Proverbs 2:1-5
Amplified Bible (AMP)
My son, if you will receive my words and treasure up my 
commandments within you,
2 Making your ear attentive to skillful and godly 
[a]Wisdom and inclining and directing your heart and 
mind to understanding [applying all your powers to the 
quest for it];
3 Yes, if you cry out for insight and raise your voice for 
understanding,
4 If you seek [Wisdom] as for silver and search for skillful 
and godly Wisdom as for hidden treasures,
5 Then you will understand the reverent and worshipful 
fear of the Lord and find the knowledge of [our 
omniscient] God.



John 6:35-37
Amplified Bible (AMP)
35 Jesus replied, I am the Bread of Life. He who comes to 
Me will never be hungry, and he who believes in and 
cleaves to and trusts in and relies on Me will never thirst 
any more (at any time).
36 But [as] I told you, although you have seen Me, still 
you do not believe and trust and have faith.
37 All whom My Father gives (entrusts) to Me will come to 
Me; and the one who comes to Me I will most certainly 
not cast out [I will never, no never, reject one of them 
who comes to Me].

Psalm 34:4
Amplified Bible (AMP)
4 I sought (inquired of) the Lord and required Him [of 
necessity and on the authority of His Word], and He 
heard me, and delivered me from all my fears.

Hebrews 11:6
Amplified Bible (AMP)
6 But without faith it is impossible to please and be 
satisfactory to Him. For whoever would come near to God 
must [necessarily] believe that God exists and that He is 
the rewarder of those who earnestly and diligently seek 
Him [out].

Pastoral Challenge 
Are you experiencing the true life God, through Jesus, 
offers you? 



Are you discovering more about Jesus and the Christian 
faith? 

What may God be saying to you right now about your 
relationship with Him—and His willingness to meet you 
wherever you are in your spiritual journey? 

As Nicodemus discovered, relationship with Jesus is not 
based on religion—us reaching up to God—but on the 
historical fact that God, through Jesus, reached down to 
us. 

Wrap Up and Close 


