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OFFERING

Psalm 46:1
The Message (MSG)
A Song of the Sons of Korah

46 
1-3 God is a safe place to hide,
    ready to help when we need him.
We stand fearless at the cliff-edge of doom,
    courageous in seastorm and earthquake,
Before the rush and roar of oceans,
    the tremors that shift mountains.
Jacob-wrestling God fights for us,
    God-of-Angel-Armies protects us.

2 Samuel 22:40
Amplified Bible (AMP)
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40 For You girded me with strength for the battle; those 
who rose up against me You subdued under me.

2 Samuel 22:40
Amplified Bible (AMP)

Is there any god like God?
    Are we not at bedrock?
Is not this the God who armed me well,
    then aimed me in the right direction?
Now I run like a deer;
    I’m king of the mountain.
He shows me how to fight;
    I can bend a bronze bow!
You protect me with salvation-armor;
    you touch me and I feel ten feet tall.
You cleared the ground under me
    so my footing was firm.
When I chased my enemies I caught them;
    I didn’t let go till they were dead men.
I nailed them; they were down for good;
    then I walked all over them.
You armed me well for this fight;
    you smashed the upstarts.
You made my enemies turn tail,
    and I wiped out the haters.
They cried “uncle”
    but Uncle didn’t come;
They yelled for God
    and got no for an answer.
I ground them to dust; they gusted in the wind.
    I threw them out, like garbage in the gutter.
You rescued me from a squabbling people;
    you made me a leader of nations.



People I’d never heard of served me;
    the moment they got wind of me they submitted.
They gave up; they came trembling from their hideouts.

Isaiah 40:31
Amplified Bible (AMP)
31 But those who wait for the Lord [who expect, look for, 
and hope in Him] shall change and renew their strength 
and power; they shall lift their wings and mount up [close 
to God] as eagles [mount up to the sun]; they shall run 
and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint or 
become tired.

Isaiah 40:31
The Message (MSG)
27-31 
Why would you ever complain, O Jacob,
    or, whine, Israel, saying,
“God has lost track of me.
    He doesn’t care what happens to me”?
Don’t you know anything? Haven’t you been listening?
God doesn’t come and go. God lasts.
    He’s Creator of all you can see or imagine.
He doesn’t get tired out, doesn’t pause to catch his 
breath.
    And he knows everything, inside and out.
He energizes those who get tired,
    gives fresh strength to dropouts.
For even young people tire and drop out,
    young folk in their prime stumble and fall.
But those who wait upon God get fresh strength.
    They spread their wings and soar like eagles,



They run and don’t get tired,
    they walk and don’t lag behind.

Isaiah 41:10
Amplified Bible (AMP)
10 Fear not [there is nothing to fear], for I am with you; 
do not look around you in terror and be dismayed, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen and harden you to 
difficulties, yes, I will help you; yes, I will hold you up 
and retain you with My [victorious] right hand of 
rightness and justice.

Isaiah 41:10
The Message (MSG)
8-10 
“But you, Israel, are my servant.
    You’re Jacob, my first choice,
    descendants of my good friend Abraham.
I pulled you in from all over the world,
    called you in from every dark corner of the earth,
Telling you, ‘You’re my servant, serving on my side.
    I’ve picked you. I haven’t dropped you.’
Don’t panic. I’m with you.
    There’s no need to fear for I’m your God.
I’ll give you strength. I’ll help you.
    I’ll hold you steady, keep a firm grip on you.

Ephesians 3:16
Amplified Bible (AMP)
16 May He grant you out of the rich treasury of His glory 
to be strengthened and reinforced with mighty power in 
the inner man by the [Holy] Spirit [Himself indwelling 
your innermost being and personality].



Ephesians 3:16
The Message (MSG)
14-19 My response is to get down on my knees before the 
Father, this magnificent Father who parcels out all heaven 
and earth. I ask him to strengthen you by his Spirit—not 
a brute strength but a glorious inner strength—that 
Christ will live in you as you open the door and invite him 
in. And I ask him that with both feet planted firmly on 
love, you’ll be able to take in with all followers of Jesus 
the extravagant dimensions of Christ’s love. Reach out 
and experience the breadth! Test its length! Plumb the 
depths! Rise to the heights! Live full lives, full in the 
fullness of God.

Proverbs 8:2
Amplified Bible (AMP)
2 On the top of the heights beside the way, where the 
paths meet, stands Wisdom [skillful and godly];

Proverbs 8:2
The Message (MSG)

Lady Wisdom Calls Out

8 
1-11 Do you hear Lady Wisdom calling?
    Can you hear Madame Insight raising her voice?
She’s taken her stand at First and Main,
    at the busiest intersection.
Right in the city square
    where the traffic is thickest, she shouts,
“You—I’m talking to all of you,
    everyone out here on the streets!
Listen, you idiots—learn good sense!
    You blockheads—shape up!



Don’t miss a word of this—I’m telling you how to live 
well,
    I’m telling you how to live at your best.
My mouth chews and savors and relishes truth—
    I can’t stand the taste of evil!
You’ll only hear true and right words from my mouth;
    not one syllable will be twisted or skewed.
You’ll recognize this as true—you with open minds;
    truth-ready minds will see it at once.
Prefer my life-disciplines over chasing after money,
    and God-knowledge over a lucrative career.
For Wisdom is better than all the trappings of wealth;
    nothing you could wish for holds a candle to her.

1 Corinthians 1:27
Amplified Bible (AMP)
27 [No] for God selected (deliberately chose) what in the 
world is foolish to put the wise to shame, and what the 
world calls weak to put the strong to shame.

1 Corinthians 1:27
New King James Version (NKJV)
27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to 
put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak 
things of the world to put to shame the things which are 
mighty;

1 Corinthians 1:27
The Message (MSG)
26-31 Take a good look, friends, at who you were when 
you got called into this life. I don’t see many of “the 
brightest and the best” among you, not many influential, 
not many from high-society families. Isn’t it obvious that 



God deliberately chose men and women that the culture 
overlooks and exploits and abuses, chose these 
“nobodies” to expose the hollow pretensions of the 
“somebodies”? That makes it quite clear that none of you 
can get by with blowing your own horn before God. 
Everything that we have—right thinking and right living, 
a clean slate and a fresh start—comes from God by way 
of Jesus Christ. That’s why we have the saying, “If you’re 
going to blow a horn, blow a trumpet for God.”

Hebrews 11:33
Amplified Bible (AMP)
33 Who by [the help of] faith subdued kingdoms, 
administered justice, obtained promised blessings, closed 
the mouths of lions,

Hebrews 11:33
The Message (MSG)
32-38 I could go on and on, but I’ve run out of time. There 
are so many more—Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jephthah, 
David, Samuel, the prophets. . . . Through acts of faith, 
they toppled kingdoms, made justice work, took the 
promises for themselves. They were protected from lions, 
fires, and sword thrusts, turned disadvantage to 
advantage, won battles, routed alien armies. Women 
received their loved ones back from the dead. There were 
those who, under torture, refused to give in and go free, 
preferring something better: resurrection. Others braved 
abuse and whips, and, yes, chains and dungeons. We 
have stories of those who were stoned, sawed in two, 
murdered in cold blood; stories of vagrants wandering 
the earth in animal skins, homeless, friendless, powerless



—the world didn’t deserve them!—making their way as 
best they could on the cruel edges of the world.

2 Corinthians 12:9-10
Amplified Bible (AMP)
9 But He said to me, My grace (My favor and loving-
kindness and mercy) is enough for you [sufficient against 
any danger and enables you to bear the trouble 
manfully]; for My strength and power are made perfect 
(fulfilled and completed) and [a]show themselves most 
effective in [your] weakness. Therefore, I will all the 
more gladly glory in my weaknesses and infirmities, that 
the strength and power of Christ (the Messiah) may rest 
(yes, may [b]pitch a tent over and dwell) upon me!
10 So for the sake of Christ, I am well pleased and take 
pleasure in infirmities, insults, hardships, persecutions, 
perplexities and distresses; for when I am weak [[c]in 
human strength], then am I [truly] strong (able, powerful 
[d]in divine strength).

2 Corinthians 12:9-10
The Message (MSG)
7-10 Because of the extravagance of those revelations, 
and so I wouldn’t get a big head, I was given the gift of a 
handicap to keep me in constant touch with my 
limitations. Satan’s angel did his best to get me down; 
what he in fact did was push me to my knees. No danger 
then of walking around high and mighty! At first I didn’t 
think of it as a gift, and begged God to remove it. Three 
times I did that, and then he told me,

My grace is enough; it’s all you need.
My strength comes into its own in your weakness.



Once I heard that, I was glad to let it happen. I quit 
focusing on the handicap and began appreciating the gift. 
It was a case of Christ’s strength moving in on my 
weakness. Now I take limitations in stride, and with good 
cheer, these limitations that cut me down to size—abuse, 
accidents, opposition, bad breaks. I just let Christ take 
over! And so the weaker I get, the stronger I become.


